
 

                      
 

Senate Bill 37 (Caballero): Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities 

Housing Stability Act (as Amended January 18, 2024) 

 
Governor Newsom released California’s Master 
Plan for Aging (MPA) in January 2021, calling on 

our state agencies to develop housing solutions to 

prevent and end homelessness among older adults 

and other at-risk populations. Three years later, 
the need for bold intervention to stop the surge of 

older adult homelessness is more urgent than 

ever. By investing state funds in a rental 
assistance pilot program targeted to severely rent-

burdened and other precariously housed older 

adults and persons with disabilities, we can keep 
people in the housing they already have and get 

people into housing that meets their needs. This 

innovative program will advance the MPA goal of 

ensuring community living as we age and 
preventing/ending homelessness among older 

and disabled adults. 

 

Problem 

The rent affordability crisis is hitting older and 

disabled adults living on fixed incomes especially 

hard because many live on fixed incomes. Older 

Californians are facing severe housing cost 

burdens, with roughly 8 out of 10 extremely low-

income older renters paying more than half of 

their income for rent. Caught in the vice between 

inadequate income and rapidly rising rents, older 

adults have become the fastest growing age group 

experiencing homelessness in California, with 

45% of California’s homeless individuals now 

age 50 and older, many of whom have become 

unhoused for the first time after age 50. Over 

56,000 Californians age 55 and older accessed 

homeless services in 2021. People with 

disabilities, who are far more likely to live in 

poverty, make up about 43% of those 

experiencing homelessness. This risk of 

homelessness particularly impacts African 

American/Black households, who are over five 

times more likely to become homeless than 

Californians as a whole. An older adult 

experiencing homelessness is likely to have 

health conditions and functional status similar to 

or worse than someone 10-20 years older. 

Moreover, as individuals experiencing 

homelessness age, they are likely to incur much 

higher health care costs from hospitalization and 

nursing home placement. 

 

Senate Bill 37 

SB 37 would create a targeted rental assistance 
pilot program in as many as five counties to 

prevent and end homelessness among older adults 

and people with disabilities through-- 

• A competitive grant process administered by 
the Department of Housing and Community 

Development, which would fund housing 

subsidies for eligible households. Studies 
show housing subsidies are highly effective 

in preventing and ending homelessness. 

• Targeting prevention resources to those most 

at risk of homelessness, using evidence-

informed predictive factors. 

• Ensuring that people receiving subsidies 
through the program eventually transition to 

longer-term federally-funded subsidies. 

• Requiring the funding allocation represents 

geographic diversity and promotes equity. 

Sponsors 

Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH) 

Justice in Aging 

LeadingAge California 

California State Council on Developmental 
Disabilities 

United Way of Greater Los Angeles 

Contacts 

Sharon Rapport, sharon.rapport@csh.org,  

(323) 243-7424   

Patti Prunhuber, pprunhuber@justiceinaging.org, 

(510) 254-4296 

Supporters 

AAA Coastal Commission  

AARP  
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Active San Gabriel Valley  
Affordable Living for The Aging  

Alzheimer's Association  

Alzheimer's Orange County  

Ascencia  
Autism Society San Francisco Bay Area  

California Alliance for Retired Americans  

California Apartment Association  
California Association of Food Banks  

California Catholic Conference  

California Commission on Aging  
California Council of the Blind  

California Housing Partnership Corporation  

CA Long Term Care Ombudsman Assoc.  

CalPACE  
Camping Unlimited for The Developmentally 

Disabled  

Catholic Charities San Francisco, Marin, San 
Mateo Counties  

CCCSC  

CDR  
Central Coast Commission for Senior Citizens  

City Council Member Nelson Esparza   

City of Fresno District 7  

City of Firebaugh  
City of Fowler  

City of Long Beach  

City of San Jose  
City of Thousand Oaks  

Communify  

Community Access Center  

Community Action Partnership of Madera 
County, Inc.  

Community Empowerment & Resource 

Consultants  
County of Fresno  

County of Madera  

County of Sacramento  
Dayle Mcintosh Center for The Disabled  

Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund  

Down Syndrome Connection of The Bay Area  

East Bay YIMBY  
Eden Housing  

Eskaton  

Faith Action for All  
Family Violence Appellate Project  

Fresno Housing Authority  

Greater Napa Valley Fair Housing Center  
Grow the Richmond  

Healthy Aging Association  

High Impact Solutions  

HOPICS  
Housing California  

Housing Choices  

How to ADU  

Inner City Law Center  
J Gould Consulting  

Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles  

Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance  
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley  

Legal Aid of Marin  

Life Services Alternatives  
Marin Aging Action Initiative  

Marin County Commission on Aging  

Mental Health Advocacy Services  

Mental Health America of Los Angeles  
Mountain View YIMBY  

Napa-Solano for Everyone  

National Alliance to End Homelessness  
National Association of Social Workers, 

California Chapter  

National Health Foundation  
Northern Neighbors SF  

Oasis Senior Center  

Parents Helping Parents  

Pasadena Village  
Peninsula for Everyone  

People for Housing - Orange County  

Progress Noe Valley  
Public Law Center  

Resident United Network Los Angeles  

San Francisco YIMBY  

San Joaquin Valley Housing Collaborative  
San Luis Obispo YIMBY  

Santa Clara Family Health Plan  

Santa Cruz YIMBY  
Santa Rosa YIMBY  

Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange Healthcare 

Foundation  
South Bay YIMBY  

Southside Forward  

St. Joseph Center  

The Arc and United Cerebral Palsy California 
Collaboration  

Union Station Homeless Services  

United Health Centers of The San Joaquin 
Valley  

Ventura County YIMBY  

Village Movement California  
West Hills Community College District  

YIMBY Action 


