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Irvine PD Officer Training:

Autism, Deaf/DHH & Developmental 
Disabled Community Members



In the City of Irvine
Campuses with this student population:

Public Schools: 35 of 48 campuses
• Legacy- 311 West Yale Loop (north of Woodbridge HS, north of canal)

Private Schools
• Mardan- 1 Osborn (Barranca & Lyon)
• KiDA- 17861 Von Karman (Von Karman & the Tracks)
• Innovate ABA- 17848 Sky Park #B (North end of the Sky Park loop)

OC Regional School Hubs
• Deaf/DHH campuses- University HS, Venado MS

Student population on campuses
Approximately 5,000 students, or 10%, across all public school campuses*

*Per IUSD/TUSD



In the City of Irvine

IPD’s Calls for Service:

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 YTD*

429 502 472 524 655 727 160

-- +26% or 
+113

-6% or 
-30

+11% or
+52

+25% or
+131

+11% or
+72

Trending

824

Average increase of 13.4% per year

*March 2024, CAU



Irvine PD
Training is provided:
• Briefing Training- In person
• Video Training- emailed to all employees
• Email Training- resources, photos & videos

Topics Covered
• Indicators, signs, symptoms
• Case studies
• Things to Consider
• De-Escalation Tips
• Resources- phone numbers, contacts, websites, etc.
• De-Escalation Kits

• Legacy Program- Safety Education and Life Skills



Tactile Stimulation De-Escalation Bags

What is it?
Tactile therapy or tactile stimulation, promotes 
positive sensory experience for individuals with 
special needs- autism spectrum disorders, 
developmental disabilities, etc. Various types of 
touch have different effects and can be used to 
promote calmness, relaxation and increased 
awareness. 



Tactile Stimulation De-Escalation Bags
In the kit
• Emergency Communication Board (laminated)
• Ear muffs (audible sensitive)
• Sunglasses (light sensitive)
• Tactile stimulation toys- stretchy, pulling, pop-its, squishy
• Dry Erase board & marker
• Visual stimulation toys- sand timer, kaleidoscope
• Stickers

Locations 
• Patrol & Sergeants units
• Youth Services Unit officers
• Watch Commander & Front Lobby desks
• CNT / Tactical team
• Mental Health team

**When used please email me what items need to be replaced 
and what unit or location the bag is at**



De-Escalation Bags Success Stories

Patrol Officer V. Vasquez: Nov. 10, 2023
“…while on a traffic stop I encountered a child who is on the spectrum and was having a hard time sitting 
down while I was utilizing Language Line with the driver… After introducing myself to the children (3 and 5)… 
and showed him the different items we had in the bag… he chose a few items and began manipulating them, 
his emotion state went from crying to calmly speaking with me. Although I’m sure he and his sister were 
happy to receive the toys, I would characterize the behavior change as calming and gaining control of one’s 
emotions.”

IPD Front Lobby Team: Feb. 22, 2024
“…a little boy who was in the lobby for over 4 hours waiting to find shelter. He needed a little something to 
play with.”



Officer Aragon
Irvine Police Department



Topics:
• Pedestrian Safety
• Safety Around Police Officers
• Using 9-1-1 in an Emergency
• Help, When do You Need it?
• Being Aware of your Surroundings



Community Helpers Carnival
When
April 11th- Thursday
130-230pm

Where
Legacy School
311 West Yale Loop

What 
Since 2014 the Irvine Adult Transition Program at the 
Legacy School has hosted the Community Helpers Carnival. 
The students invite IPD and OCFA to visit their school & 
encourages positive interactions with their community 
helpers. Over the years the students host games, puzzles, 
karaoke, music and more for all to enjoy.

April 11th

130-230pm



Questions, Thoughts or 
Information Requests

Mat Aragon
maragon@cityofirvine.org
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